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Tennessee roads and streets are grouped
Tennessee roads and streets are grouped
into functional class according to the
into functional class according to the
character of service they provide. Incharacter of service they provide. In 
Tennessee the Interstate System aT ccounts
ennessee the Interstate System accounts 
for only 1.2 percent of the State's totalfor only 1.2 percent of the State's total 
miles of roadway; however, 27.8 percent ofmiles of roadway; however, 27.8 percent of 
total travel occurs on this system. The local
total travel occurs on this system. The local 
system accounts for 68.3 percent of thesystem accounts for 68.3 percent of the 
State's total road length but only 12.2
State's total road length but only 12.2
percent of total travel. The Interstate, Otherpercent of total travel. The Interstate, Other 
Freeways ,and Other Principal ArterialsFreeways ,and Other Principal Arterials 
provide the highest level of mobility at the
provide the highest level of mobility at the
highest speed for a long uninterruptedhighest speed for a long uninterrupted 
distance. The Collector system provides adistance. The Collector system provides a 
lower level of mobility at lower speeds andlower level of mobility at lower speeds and 
for a shorter distance. The Collectorsfor a shorter distance. The Collectors 
connect Local roads with Arterials.connect Local roads with TheArterials. The 
Local system provides access to adjacentLocal system provides access to adjacent 
land but limited mobility.land but limited mobility The Locals carry. The Locals carry
traffic to the Collector roads. Thetraffic to the Collector roads. The 
following graph illustrates the comparisonfollowing graph illustrates the comparison 
between total road mileage and Annualbetween total road mileage and Annual 
Vehicle Miles of Travel. The percentage ofVehicle Miles of Travel. The percentage of
travel on the Interstate System is thetravel on the Interstate System is the 
largest while the percentage of milar leage isgest while the percentage of mileage is
very small.very small.
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