
1. Is the helipad clear of obstructions? (approaches and departures) Yes   No 

2. Have you discussed any approach concerns with EMS operators? Yes   No 

3. Is your approved wind indicator clear of obstructions and moving freely? Yes  No 

4. Has the wind indicator (sock) been replaced within the last six months? Yes  No 

5. Is there a certified fire extinguisher immediately available? Yes   No 

6. Is your helipad appropriately marked with easily viewable markings? Yes   No 

7. Are all overhead utility lines marked within the approach slope? Yes   No 

8. Do you have night time operations? Yes      No 

9. Is the wind indicator lighting fully operational? Yes   No 

10.Are all of the lights and fixtures of your lighting system operational? Yes   No 

11. Is there operational obstruction lighting where applicable? (Obstructions Yes   No 
as determined by the Aeronautics Division must be marked and lighted if the helipad
is approved for night time operations.)

This is  your annual “Safety Checklist.” We ask that you keep all of these safety check records in your files so 

when you are site visited, you can find them easily.   

2018 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT 

YOUR HELIPAD

TDOT Aeronautics Division will continue to monitor/spot check various emergency service helipads to ensure 
compliance to state standards are met. Should the spot check generate a follow-up report, the facility operator will 

be expected to respond with proposed compliance action in writing within 30 days .  Questions on helipad matters 

can be directed to the Program Monitoring Section, Aeronautics Division  at (615) 741-3208.  



4,000 feet  

Primary Approach/Departure surface 

Helicopter landing  

and takeoff area.  

Minimum  50’ x 50’ 

Helicopter Touchdown Area    
Typically 40’ X 40’ 

   3. Check markings.   

 If faded and/or peeling clean and re-paint. 

Safety Barrier and Peripheral Area 
Typically a 3 foot chain link fence or dense shrubbery used to  

control access to touchdown area 

 1. Check integrity of barrier.     

       Repair as necessary 

2. Peripheral Area  Typically 100’ x 100’ 

                     Check to make sure area is clear of objects 

 Distance ______________  

Secondary helicopter approach/departure surface 

Note: Path may be curved provided the first 800 feet  are 

straight.  Must be clear of obstructions to a 8:1 slope. 

HELIPAD ANNUAL SAFETY CHECKLIST DIAGRAM 

Lighted Wind Cone (sock) Assembly 

4. Check red obstruction and white sock illumination 

 lights.  Replace burned out bulbs or repair fixtures.  

5. Check condition of wind cone & support 

 Replace cone every 6 – 12 months or if 

  faded or torn. 

6. Check landing area ground lights.  

Fire Extinguisher 

   8. Check condition and      

           date of  last inspection.  
  

Primary and Secondary Helicopter Approach Surfaces 

   7. Check for obstructions in 8:1 approach/departure surfaces  

         Examples —Trees, light poles, or buildings  

 

TREES 

H
 

           Note: This symbol used on non hospital helipads. 

This diagram is for reference only. Contact TDOT-Aeronautics Divi-

sion for specific details on design, lighting and painting.  

 

(Secondary) 

8:1 Approach/Departure  Surface  

(Profile view)  Trim any trees that penetrate 

Helicopter  approach/departure paths 
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